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The Community Street Soccer Program, 
known as Street Soccer, is a fun and  
exciting initiative of The Big Issue that 
uses the power of sport to change lives. 
The program has engaged more than 
3500 participants since the program  
was launched in 2007. 

Street Soccer players come from many walks of  
life, but all have been marginalised in some way  
including through mental illness, homelessness, 
refugee status, drug and alcohol dependency,  
physical disability, long–term unemployment  
or family breakdown.

Street Soccer promotes social inclusion and  
personal change for participants by providing  
support and promoting participation,  
inclusiveness, commitment and team spirit. 

The heart of Street Soccer is weekly training  
sessions held in 25 under–privileged communities 
across Australia. Here, participants can get together 
in a safe and non–threatening environment,  
allowing them to get fit, make new friends  
and seek support and advice.

Outcomes for those involved include  
reconnection with family and the community, 
improved confidence and self–esteem, improved 
physical and mental health and a greater sense  
of belonging.

“ I’d been dying to play soccer again but I didn’t  
want to get into formal soccer. I now look forward  
to getting together with mates — I wouldn’t miss  
it for the world.”  
– Roy, Parramatta Community Street Soccer Program

“ The amount of friends you have 
here, you can’t beat. You can forget 
about your problems out there.  
It’s helped me to be able to talk  
to people more.”  
– Kim, Parramatta Community Street Soccer Program

“ Over the years, I’ve lost a lot of 
weight. It’s good exercise and it  
gives me the chance to catch up  
with the guys I don’t see during  
the week.”  

– Marcus, Sydney Community Street Soccer Program

The cOMMuNiTY sTReeT sOcceR PROgRAM

Following the overwhelming  
success of the Street Soccer Festival  
during the 2010 International FIFA  
Fan Fest, the NSW Government  
and Events NSW have committed  
to staging The Big Issue Street  
Football Festival at Sydney’s  
Darling Harbour until 2015. 

The Big Issue Street Football Festival 2011 saw  
Darling Harbour transformed into a spectacular  
football hub, with a purpose–built floating pitch  
setting the stage for nine days of back–to–back 
games from May 28 to June 5. The atmosphere  
was brought alive by music and commentary  
provided by Great Big Events.

The following events were part of  
The Big issue street Football Festival: 
•	  The Community Street Soccer Program  

National Championships

•	 Corporate Cup

•	 Government Agency Cup 

•	 Parliamentary Cup

•	 Junior Club Competition

•	 International Observers Program

in hosting the street Football Festival, 
The Big issue aimed to:
•	  Bring together people from all walks  

of life through the game of football

•	  Provide a life–changing experience  
for participants

•	  Raise awareness and understanding  
of the issues of homelessness and  
disadvantage

•	  Increase awareness and support for  
the Community Street Soccer Program  
and The Big Issue

The Big issue sTReeT FOOTBALL FesTiVAL 2011
The Big Issue Street Football Festival will be returning to a purpose built floating pitch on Sydney’s Darling Harbour for 11 days 
of competition during April 11-22, 2012.  

The Corporate Cup is once again expected to be a highlight of the program, providing businesses with the chance to battle it out 
against their rivals to become champions of the floating pitch (all in the spirit of friendly competition!).

As well as being a great opportunity to excite and engage staff and clients, all corporate registration fees go directly to The Big 
Issue to enable Australia’s most marginalized and disadvantaged help themselves.

The Big Issue Street Football Festival will include the following events;

•	 The Big Issue’s Community Street Soccer National Championships (for homeless and marginalised players)
•	 Junior Club Competition
•	 Corporate Cup
•	 Government Agency Cup

The Corporate Cup - 2012
The Corporate Cup event structure will be based on the following: 

•	 Each match = 15 mins, being two halves of seven minutes, plus one minute change-over
•	 Four (4) players on the pitch at one time – 3 outfield, one goalie
•	 Up to 10 people per team (for rotations)
•	 Each team will play a minimum of 3 round robin matches and 2 final matches

Proposed Sessions times:
•	 Round-robin matches - Weekday evenings between 5.30 - 7.30pm 
•	 Finals – Sat/Sun (21-22 April) morning

Team Commitment is proposed at 1 evening session and 1 weekend session. 

A final event schedule will be determined in the coming months

Entry to the Corporate Cup is $6,000+GST per team. 
 

See overleaf for entry form

Entries close 20 March , 2012
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Football teams representing  
each state, made up of homeless,  
disadvantaged and marginalised men 
and women from across the country 
descended on Darling Harbour to  
battle it out in the Street Soccer  
National Championships. 

Held on the final weekend of the festival, the  
nail–biting grand final saw the team from ACT  
narrowly defeat reigning champions Queensland. 
But, while only one team took home the trophy,  
all participants were winners on the day, showing 
great sportsmanship and demonstrating how much 
they can achieve when given the opportunity.

Fast facts
•	  More than 50 players representing  

seven teams participated

•	  Teams made up from Street Soccer  
programs across Australia

•	  Round–robin tournament played  
over two days, including 21 qualifiers  
and four final matches

Results
1. Australian Capital Territory

2. Queensland

3. Victoria Metro

4. New South Wales

5. South Australia/Tasmania

6. Victoria Regional

7. Western Australia

Awards
•	  The Fair Play Award for sportsmanship  

and positive attitude – Victoria Metro 
•	  Best Male –  Michael Grieve (Queensland)
•	  Best Female –  Sherlene Miguel (Victoria Regional) 

“ The main aim of the festival is to provide a fun, friendly environment,  
fully inclusive of everyone, no matter what skill level, background,  
gender or race. We are all about trying to make their life better  
for them, whatever that may entail.”  
– Dave Connolly, North Melbourne Coach

From boardroom to football pitch,  
The Big Issue Street Football Festival  
saw corporate high-flyers escape the 
nine-to-five grind as they faced off  
in a tournament for corporate teams.

The Corporate Cup featured 12 teams and more  
than 120 players from some of Australia’s largest 
corporate organisations. BNP Paribas took home  
the trophy after a very tight grand final clash with 
Holding Redlich. 

Fast facts
•	 12 teams with more than 120 players

•	  Qualifying and ranking rounds played  
over four evening sessions 

•	  Finals played over two weekend sessions  
(before the National Championships)

Results
1. BNP Paribas

2. Holding Redlich

3. BT Investment

4. Bayside Gelato

5. Freehills

6. National Australia Bank 2

7. CB Richard Ellis 

8. National Australia Bank 1

9. Macquarie bank

10. Perpetual

11. Outdoor Media Association

12. Events NSW

“ Our team had a fantastic  
time and especially enjoyed the 
friendly spirit in which the games 
were played. The floating pitch was 
a great novelty and fun to play on.”  
– Luke Cohen, Freehills

cOMMuNiTY sTReeT sOcceR PROgRAM  
NATiONAL chAMPiONshiPs cORPORATe cuP

“ It was a big experience for  
everyone to go there. We didn’t 
worry about winning a game.  
If we won, it was a bonus. If we 
didn’t, it didn’t matter. We went 
there to have fun.”  
– Toby, Victoria Regional player

It was a well organised event and  
it was great to see the involvement 
of participants from the homeless 
and marginalised areas of our  
community who did an excellent  
job in contributing to the success  
of the tournament, particularly  
in taking on the difficult task  
of refereeing matches."  
– Adam Balsamo, Perpetual

54 using The POweR OF sPORT TO BuiLD heALThY cOMMuniTies

The Community Street Soccer Program, 
known as Street Soccer, is a fun and  
exciting initiative of The Big Issue that 
uses the power of sport to change lives. 
The program has engaged more  
than 3500 participants since it  
was launched in 2007.

Street Soccer players come from many walks of  
life, but all have been marginalised in some way  
including through mental illness, homelessness, 
refugee status, drug and alcohol dependency,  
physical disability, long–term unemployment  
or family breakdown.

Street Soccer promotes social inclusion and  
personal change for participants by providing  
support and promoting participation,  
inclusiveness, commitment and team spirit. 

The heart of Street Soccer is weekly training  
sessions held in 25 under–privileged communities 
across Australia. Here, participants can get together 
in a safe and non–threatening environment,  
allowing them to get fit, make new friends  
and seek support and advice.

Outcomes for those involved include  
reconnection with family and the community, 
improved confidence and self–esteem, improved 
physical and mental health and a greater sense  
of belonging.

“ I’d been dying to play soccer again but I didn’t  
want to get into formal soccer. I now look forward  
to getting together with mates — I wouldn’t miss  
it for the world.”  
– Roy, Parramatta Community Street Soccer Program

“ The amount of friends you have 
here, you can’t beat. You can forget 
about your problems out there.  
It’s helped me to be able to talk  
to people more.”  
– Kim, Parramatta Community Street Soccer Program

“ Over the years, I’ve lost a lot of 
weight. It’s good exercise and it  
gives me the chance to catch up  
with the guys I don’t see during  
the week.”  

– Marcus, Sydney Community Street Soccer Program

The cOMMuniTY sTReeT sOcceR PROgRAM

Following the overwhelming  
success of the Street Soccer Festival  
during the 2010 International FIFA  
Fan Fest, the NSW Government  
and Events NSW have committed  
to staging The Big Issue Street  
Football Festival at Sydney’s  
Darling Harbour until 2015. 

The Big Issue Street Football Festival 2011 saw  
Darling Harbour transformed into a spectacular  
football hub, with a purpose–built floating pitch  
setting the stage for nine days of back–to–back 
games from May 28 to June 5. The atmosphere  
was brought alive by music and commentary  
provided by Great Big Events.

The following events were part of  
The Big issue street Football Festival: 
•	  The Community Street Soccer Program  

National Championships

•	 Corporate Cup

•	 Government Agency Cup 

•	 Parliamentary Cup

•	 Junior Club Competition

•	 International Observers Program

in hosting the street Football Festival, 
The Big issue aimed to:
•	  Bring together people from all walks  

of life through the game of football

•	  Provide a life–changing experience  
for participants

•	  Raise awareness and understanding  
of the issues of homelessness and  
disadvantage

•	  Increase awareness and support for  
the Community Street Soccer Program  
and The Big Issue

The Big issue sTReeT FOOTBALL FesTiVAL 2011
presented by nab

The Big Issue Street Football Festival will be returning to a purpose built floating pitch on Sydney’s Darling Harbour for 11 days 
of competition during April 11-22, 2012.  

The Corporate Cup is once again expected to be a highlight of the program, providing businesses with the chance to battle it out 
against their rivals to become champions of the floating pitch (all in the spirit of friendly competition!).

As well as being a great opportunity to excite and engage staff and clients, all corporate registration fees go directly to The Big 
Issue to enable Australia’s most marginalized and disadvantaged help themselves.

The Big Issue Street Football Festival will include the following events;

• The Big Issue’s Community Street Soccer National Championships (for homeless and marginalised players)
• Junior Club Competition
• Corporate Cup
• Government Agency Cup

The Corporate Cup - 2012
The Corporate Cup event structure will be based on the following: 

• Each match = 15 mins, being two halves of seven minutes, plus one minute change-over
• Four (4) players on the pitch at one time – 3 outfield, one goalie
• Up to 10 people per team (for rotations)
• Each team will play 3 round robin matches and up to 2 final matches

Proposed Sessions times:
• Round-robin matches - Weekday evenings between 5.30 - 7.30pm 
• Finals – Sat/Sun (21-22 April) morning

Team Commitment is proposed at 1 evening session and 1 weekend session. 

A final event schedule will be determined in the coming months

Entry to the Corporate Cup is $6,000+GST per team. 
 

See overleaf for entry form

Entries close January 30, 2012
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Football teams representing  
each state, made up of homeless,  
disadvantaged and marginalised men 
and women from across the country 
descended on Darling Harbour to  
battle it out in the Street Soccer  
National Championships. 

Held on the final weekend of the festival, the  
nail–biting grand final saw the team from ACT  
narrowly defeat reigning champions Queensland. 
But, while only one team took home the trophy,  
all participants were winners on the day, showing 
great sportsmanship and demonstrating how much 
they can achieve when given the opportunity.

Fast facts
•	  More than 50 players representing  

seven teams participated

•	  Teams made up from Street Soccer  
programs across Australia

•	  Round–robin tournament played  
over two days, including 21 qualifiers  
and four final matches

Results
1. Australian Capital Territory

2. Queensland

3. Victoria Metro

4. New South Wales

5. South Australia/Tasmania

6. Victoria Regional

7. Western Australia

Awards
•	  The Fair Play Award for sportsmanship  

and positive attitude – Victoria Metro 
•	  Best Male –  Michael Grieve (Queensland)
•	  Best Female –  Sherlene Miguel (Victoria Regional) 

“ The main aim of the festival is to provide a fun, friendly environment,  
fully inclusive of everyone, no matter what skill level, background,  
gender or race. We are all about trying to make their life better  
for them, whatever that may entail.”  
– Dave Connolly, North Melbourne Coach

From boardroom to football pitch,  
The Big Issue Street Football Festival  
saw corporate high-flyers escape the 
nine-to-five grind as they faced off  
in a tournament for corporate teams.

The Corporate Cup featured 12 teams and more  
than 120 players from some of Australia’s largest 
corporate organisations. BNP Paribas took home  
the trophy after a very tight grand final clash with 
Holding Redlich. 

Fast facts
•	 12 teams with more than 120 players

•	  Qualifying rounds played over four  
evening sessions 

•	  Finals played on the mornings of the  
final weekend (before the National  
Championships)

Results
1. BNP Paribas

2. Holding Redlich

3. BT Investment

4. Bayside Gelato

5. Freehills

6. National Australia Bank 2

7. CB Richard Ellis 

8. National Australia Bank 1

9. Macquarie bank

10. Perpetual

11. Outdoor Media Association

12. Events NSW

“ Our team had a fantastic  
time and especially enjoyed the 
friendly spirit in which the games 
were played. The floating pitch was 
a great novelty and fun to play on.”  
– Luke Cohen, Freehills

cOMMuNITY STREET SOccER PROgRAM  
NATIONAL chAMPIONShIPS cORPORATE cuP

“ It was a big experience for  
everyone to go there. We didn’t 
worry about winning a game.  
If we won, it was a bonus. If we 
didn’t, it didn’t matter. We went 
there to have fun.”  
– Toby, Victoria Regional player

It as a well organised event and  
it was great to see the involvement 
of participants from the homeless 
and marginalised areas of our  
community who did an excellent  
job in contributing to the success  
of the tournament, particularly  
in taking on the difficult task  
of refereeing matches."  
– Adam Balsamo, Perpetual
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Government Agency staff including fire 
and rescue crews swapped their suits  
and uniforms for football kits as part  
of a five-day Government Agency Cup. 

Twelve teams went head–to–head, as  
they competed for a spot in the grand final.  
In a major semi-final upset, the Sydney Opera  
House defeated favorites, the Fire and Rescue  
team, only to be beaten by the mighty Sydney  
Ferries in the grand final.

Fast Facts
•	 12 teams with more than 120 players

•	  Qualifying rounds played over four  
afternoon sessions with the finals  
being played over two sessions

Results 
1. Sydney Ferries 

2. Sydney Opera House (Maestros) 

3. Fire and Rescue (Red Devils)

4. Road Transport Authority 2 (Road Hogs)

5. Road Transport Authority 1 (Cool Cats) 

6.  Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority 1 (Cockle 
Bay Bouys 1) 

7. Football Federation Australia

8. Department of Premier and Cabinet 2

9. Rail Corp ( Waratahs)

10. SHFA 2 (Cockle Bay Buoys 2)

11. Department of Premier and Cabinet 1

12. Sydney Opera House (The Crew)

In an exhibition tournament, staff  
from the NSW Parliament also took to 
the pitch playing for the Parliamentary  
Cup, which pitted them against Street 
Soccer players, ex-Socceroos, as well  
as members of the International  
Observers Program. 

It was a chance for parliamentarians to get out on 
the pitch and have a kick with Street Soccer players.  

Participants
1. Staff from NSW Parliament

2. Football United

3.  Community Street Soccer Players and  
International Observers from Malaysia,  
India, New Zealand and Indonesia

4. Political staff

Young football enthusiasts had  
the chance to shine at The Big Issue  
Street Football Festival when junior 
clubs took to the floating pitch over  
the first weekend of competition. 

More than 200 players from 16 clubs across  
NSW participated, drawing enthusiastic crowds  
to Darling Harbour as the state’s rising stars made 
their mark at the event. The Under 8 and Under 12 
afternoon grand finals were both decided by penalty 
shootouts, giving parents and spectators a thrilling 
showdown in the final minutes of play. 

Fast Facts
•	  More than 200 players from  

16 clubs across NSW

•	  Eight Under-8 teams and eight 
Under 12 teams competed

•	 Round–robin competition

Teams

under 8 –  Morning Session
1. Avoca Sharks FC

2. Greystanes FC

3. Camden Falcons FC

4. Tahmoor SC

under 8 – Afternoon Session
1. Canley Heights FC

2. All Saints Hunters Hill FC Greystanes FC

3. Greystanes FC 

4. Wakehurst FC

under 12 – Morning Session
1. Manly Vale FC

2. Chipping Norton FC

3. Tahmoor SC

4. Bradbury Ambarvale FC

under 12 – Afternoon Session
1. Tahmoor SC

2. Ingleburn Eagles FC

3. Gymea United FC

4. Maroubra United FC

gOVERNMENT AgENcY cuP  
& PARLIAMENTARY cuP JuNIOR cLuB cOMPETITION

“ The Agency Cup gave the members 
of my team, Fire and Rescue NSW, 
the opportunity to meet with our 
partner agencies on a social  
basis in a relaxed atmosphere.  
We’ll definitely be back next  
year and recommend that all  
Government Agencies be part  
of the challenge.”  
– Supt. Tom Cooper, Fire and Rescue NSW

“A big thank you to the NSW  
Government, the sponsors  
and The Big Issue for holding  
the event. For a bunch of  
eight–year–old kids, it will  
truly be a night to remember.”  
– All Saints Hunters Hill Football Club

“ Our Under 12’s had a ball. All the 
boys and, yes, one girl, could not 
stop talking about the games, the 
goals, the floating pitch, the location. 
A great experience for them all. Many 
thanks for letting our team be part of 
The Big Issue Street Football Festival.”  
– Gymea United Football Club
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CORPORATE CUP  11-22 April, 2012
The Big Issue invites your company to enter a team in the Corporate Cup to be staged at The Big Issue Street Football 
Festival. Pitch your team against the ‘best in the business world’, whilst providing invaluable support to The Big Issue in 
Australia.

The Big Issue delivers sustainable solutions that support Australia’s homeless and marginalised.

Played on a floating pitch on Sydney’s Darling Harbour, The Big Issue Street Football Festival is scheduled to be held from 
Wednesday 11 April to Sunday 22 April 2012*.

The Corporate Cup provides a unique experience for your team of 8 to 10 members of staff and company stakeholders. 
Each Corporate Cup team is expected to play three qualifying matches on one weekday evening  as well as participating in 
a Corporate Finals series on the morning of the final weekend (April 21/22).

The Corporate Cup entry fee of $6,000+GST per team must be paid in full before an entry is confirmed. A tax invoice will be 
issued. Team numbers are limited so secure your team by completing the below form today.

CONFIRMATION OF SUPPORT 

I,__________________________________________________________________________________
on behalf of (company name)_____________________________________________________________
wish to enter _____________________ team(s) in The Big Issue Street Football Festival Corporate Cup, 2012 (at a cost of $6,000 
plus GST per team).
I understand that the dates of competition are subject to change without consultation with my company.

I acknowledge that participating in the Corporate Cup involves certain risks and I accept on behalf of my company, that my company 
will bear all risks of any injuries, damages, or harm which arise during or result from my company’s participation in the Corporate Cup.

I understand each of my company’s participating employees and stakeholders will be asked to sign a player participation waiver form 
assuming, as an individual player, all risks of injuries, damages, losses, claims, liabilities, demands, expenses or harm however arising 
from their individual participation in the Corporate Cup.  This form will also provide consent to use images of the individuals participa-
tion in the Corporate Cup without the individual’s acknowledgement or entitlement to remuneration.

Signed:_________________________________________________________________________________
Primary contact:__________________________________________________________________________
Title:___________________________________________________________________________________
Email:__________________________________________________________________________________
Mobile:_________________________________________________________________________________
Address:________________________________________________________________________________

To return completed forms or for further information please contact Samantha Blackstone, Event Manager via
sblackstone@bigissue.org.au or call 0409 806 607 or via fax (03) 9639 4076.

Thank you for your support!
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The Community Street Soccer Program, 
known as Street Soccer, is a fun and  
exciting initiative of The Big Issue that 
uses the power of sport to change lives. 
The program has engaged more than 
3500 participants since the program  
was launched in 2007. 

Street Soccer players come from many walks of  
life, but all have been marginalised in some way  
including through mental illness, homelessness, 
refugee status, drug and alcohol dependency,  
physical disability, long–term unemployment  
or family breakdown.

Street Soccer promotes social inclusion and personal 
change for participants by providing support and 
promoting participation, inclusiveness, commitment 
and team spirit. 

The heart of Street Soccer is weekly training sessions 
in 25 under–privileged communities across Australia. 
Here, participants can get together in a safe and 
non–threatening environment, allowing them  
to get fit, make new friends and seek support  
and advice.

Outcomes for those involved include  
reconnection with family and the community, 
improved confidence and self–esteem, improved 
physical and mental health and a greater sense  
of belonging.

Fast facts
•	  Street Soccer launched in Australia in 2007

•	 Operates at 25 sites across the country 

•	 More than 3500 participants since 2007 

“ I’d been dying to play soccer again but I didn’t  
want to get into formal soccer. I now look forward  
to getting together with mates — I wouldn’t miss  
it for the world.”  
– Roy, Parramatta Community Street Soccer Program

“ The amount of friends you have 
here, you can’t beat. You can forget 
about your problems out there.  
It’s helped me to be able to talk  
to people more.”  
– Kim, Parramatta Community Street Soccer Program

“ Over the years, I’ve lost a lot of 
weight. It’s good exercise and it  
gives me the chance to catch up  
with the guys I don’t see during  
the week.”  

– Marcus, Sydney Community Street Soccer Program

“ The program creates change for some of Australia’s  
most vulnerable people through promoting participation,  
inclusiveness, commitment and team spirit.”  
– Mark Arbib, Federal Minister for Sport

“ The festival not only showcase the power of sport to change 
lives, but brings together people from all walks of life for nine 
days of football action.”  
– George Souris, NSW Minister for Major Events

“ Darling Harbour is renowned for its annual free events  
program and we couldn’t be happier about bringing this  
wonderful sporting festival into the precinct.”  
– Egle Garrick, Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority General Manager

“ We were pleased to support this community initiative and  
to have the opportunity to see some great football action  
on the floating pitch.”  
– Joseph Healy, nab Group Executive Business Banking 

“ FFA was delighted to play a part in the Street Football  
Festival, especially working with the International Observers, 
and congratulates The Big Issue on using football to support  
the disadvantaged and marginalised.”  
- John Boultbee, Football Federation Australia Head of National Teams and Football Development

“ I believe in the power of football to bring second chances  
to those that need it, and have seen first-hand how those  
involved in this outstanding program are encouraged  
to reclaim their right to live freely and with hope.”  
– Craig Foster, Street Soccer Ambassador

ThE cOMMuNITY STREET SOccER PROgRAM IN ThEIR OwN wORDS
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The Community Street Soccer Program, 
known as Street Soccer, is a fun and  
exciting initiative of The Big Issue that 
uses the power of sport to change lives. 
The program has engaged more than 
3500 participants since the program  
was launched in 2007. 

Street Soccer players come from many walks of  
life, but all have been marginalised in some way  
including through mental illness, homelessness, 
refugee status, drug and alcohol dependency,  
physical disability, long–term unemployment  
or family breakdown.

Street Soccer promotes social inclusion and  
personal change for participants by providing  
support and promoting participation,  
inclusiveness, commitment and team spirit. 

The heart of Street Soccer is weekly training  
sessions held in 25 under–privileged communities 
across Australia. Here, participants can get together 
in a safe and non–threatening environment,  
allowing them to get fit, make new friends  
and seek support and advice.

Outcomes for those involved include  
reconnection with family and the community, 
improved confidence and self–esteem, improved 
physical and mental health and a greater sense  
of belonging.

“ I’d been dying to play soccer again but I didn’t  
want to get into formal soccer. I now look forward  
to getting together with mates — I wouldn’t miss  
it for the world.”  
– Roy, Parramatta Community Street Soccer Program

“ The amount of friends you have 
here, you can’t beat. You can forget 
about your problems out there.  
It’s helped me to be able to talk  
to people more.”  
– Kim, Parramatta Community Street Soccer Program

“ Over the years, I’ve lost a lot of 
weight. It’s good exercise and it  
gives me the chance to catch up  
with the guys I don’t see during  
the week.”  

– Marcus, Sydney Community Street Soccer Program

The cOMMuNiTY sTReeT sOcceR PROgRAM

Following the overwhelming  
success of the Street Soccer Festival  
during the 2010 International FIFA  
Fan Fest, the NSW Government  
and Events NSW have committed  
to staging The Big Issue Street  
Football Festival at Sydney’s  
Darling Harbour until 2015. 

The Big Issue Street Football Festival 2011 saw  
Darling Harbour transformed into a spectacular  
football hub, with a purpose–built floating pitch  
setting the stage for nine days of back–to–back 
games from May 28 to June 5. The atmosphere  
was brought alive by music and commentary  
provided by Great Big Events.

The following events were part of  
The Big issue street Football Festival: 
•	  The Community Street Soccer Program  

National Championships

•	 Corporate Cup

•	 Government Agency Cup 

•	 Parliamentary Cup

•	 Junior Club Competition

•	 International Observers Program

in hosting the street Football Festival, 
The Big issue aimed to:
•	  Bring together people from all walks  

of life through the game of football

•	  Provide a life–changing experience  
for participants

•	  Raise awareness and understanding  
of the issues of homelessness and  
disadvantage

•	  Increase awareness and support for  
the Community Street Soccer Program  
and The Big Issue

The Big issue sTReeT FOOTBALL FesTiVAL 2011

CORPORATE CUP 
DARLING HARBOUR, SYDNEY 2012
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Football teams representing  
each state, made up of homeless,  
disadvantaged and marginalised men 
and women from across the country 
descended on Darling Harbour to  
battle it out in the Street Soccer  
National Championships. 

Held on the final weekend of the festival, the  
nail–biting grand final saw the team from ACT  
narrowly defeat reigning champions Queensland. 
But, while only one team took home the trophy,  
all participants were winners on the day, showing 
great sportsmanship and demonstrating how much 
they can achieve when given the opportunity.

Fast facts
•	  More than 50 players representing  

seven teams participated

•	  Teams made up from Street Soccer  
programs across Australia

•	  Round–robin tournament played  
over two days, including 21 qualifiers  
and four final matches

Results
1. Australian Capital Territory

2. Queensland

3. Victoria Metro

4. New South Wales

5. South Australia/Tasmania

6. Victoria Regional

7. Western Australia

Awards
•	  The Fair Play Award for sportsmanship  

and positive attitude – Victoria Metro 
•	  Best Male –  Michael Grieve (Queensland)
•	  Best Female –  Sherlene Miguel (Victoria Regional) 

“ The main aim of the festival is to provide a fun, friendly environment,  
fully inclusive of everyone, no matter what skill level, background,  
gender or race. We are all about trying to make their life better  
for them, whatever that may entail.”  
– Dave Connolly, North Melbourne Coach

From boardroom to football pitch,  
The Big Issue Street Football Festival  
saw corporate high-flyers escape the 
nine-to-five grind as they faced off  
in a tournament for corporate teams.

The Corporate Cup featured 12 teams and more  
than 120 players from some of Australia’s largest 
corporate organisations. BNP Paribas took home  
the trophy after a very tight grand final clash with 
Holding Redlich. 

Fast facts
•	 12 teams with more than 120 players

•	  Qualifying rounds played over four  
evening sessions 

•	  Finals played on the mornings of the  
final weekend (before the National  
Championships)

Results
1. BNP Paribas

2. Holding Redlich

3. BT Investment

4. Bayside Gelato

5. Freehills

6. National Australia Bank 2

7. CB Richard Ellis 

8. National Australia Bank 1

9. Macquarie bank

10. Perpetual

11. Outdoor Media Association

12. Events NSW

“ Our team had a fantastic  
time and especially enjoyed the 
friendly spirit in which the games 
were played. The floating pitch was 
a great novelty and fun to play on.”  
– Luke Cohen, Freehills

cOMMuNITY STREET SOccER PROgRAM  
NATIONAL chAMPIONShIPS cORPORATE cuP

“ It was a big experience for  
everyone to go there. We didn’t 
worry about winning a game.  
If we won, it was a bonus. If we 
didn’t, it didn’t matter. We went 
there to have fun.”  
– Toby, Victoria Regional player

It as a well organised event and  
it was great to see the involvement 
of participants from the homeless 
and marginalised areas of our  
community who did an excellent  
job in contributing to the success  
of the tournament, particularly  
in taking on the difficult task  
of refereeing matches."  
– Adam Balsamo, Perpetual


