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THE BIG ISSUE CELEBRATES 10th
ANNIVERSARY FICTION EDITION
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The Big Issue magazine’s 10 annual fiction edition will be released today (Friday, 29 August),
featuring 12 short stories by established and emerging writers around the theme: ‘Take Me Away’.
The Big Issue Editor Alan Attwood said the fiction edition had become an established part of the
Australian literary landscape and one of the biggest-selling fiction magazines in the country.
“The Big Issue’s fiction edition, like the magazine itself, has come a long way,” Attwood said.
“It has helped to launch writers’ careers, confirmed the reputations of others and, importantly, become
something special for all Big Issue vendors around Australia.”
Over the past 10 years, the fiction edition has featured many well-known names in Australian
literature including Christos Tsiolkas, Cate Kennedy, Charlotte Wood, Chris Womersley and Frank
Moorhouse.
This year, submissions were open to all writers – established and emerging – with stories read ‘blind’
with no names attached. Twelve stories were chosen from more than 400 submissions and will be
published alongside illustrations by NSW-based artist Michel Streich.
“Some of our authors are well-established, with novels, short-stories and even poetry collections
under their belts; others are just embarking on their writing careers,” Attwood said. “All stories have
one thing in common: they have responded to the theme ‘Take Me Away’ in creative, imaginative and
sometimes tangential ways.”
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The 10 fiction edition will feature 16 more pages than regular editions of The Big Issue thanks to a
grant from the Copyright Agency Cultural Fund. It will be available nationally until 12 September.
Special launch events will be held as part of the Melbourne and Brisbane writers’ festivals, where
Attwood and panelists will celebrate 10 years of the fiction edition and discuss this year’s
contributions.
By buying a copy for $6, fiction lovers will not only enjoy a great read but support a worthy cause,
with $3 from each sale going into the pockets of homeless and disadvantaged people. Since 1996,
more than nine million copies of The Big Issue magazine have been sold around the country, putting
over $19 million into the pockets of sellers.
Melbourne Writers Festival launch (free event):
Date:
Today (Friday, 29 August)
Time:
4–5pm
Venue:
Optic Festival Club, Federation Square, Melbourne
Brisbane Writers Festival launch (free event):
Date:
Thursday, 4 September
Time:
4–5pm
Venue:
Auditorium 1, State Library of Queensland, South Brisbane
...ENDS...
Media contact:
Eszter Vasenszky – M. 0415 319 421 or E. evasenszky@bigissue.org.au
Please contact Eszter for a cover image of The Big Issue’s 2014 fiction edition.

THE BIG ISSUE FICTION EDITION AUTHORS
Brad Christmas (NSW) is a freelance writer and English language teacher at the University of
Sydney. He has published journalism on a broad range of topics and received award nominations for
his short fiction and song writing. He lives in Sydney’s inner west with his partner.
Katerina Cosgrove (NSW) has co-owned bookshop-cafes and taught at the University of
Technology, Sydney. She’s the author of two novels: The Glass Heart (HarperCollins, Australia, 2000)
and Bone Ash Sky (Hardie Grant, Australia, UK, 2013). Katerina’s novella, Intimate Distance, was one
of the winners of the Griffith Review/CAL Prize in 2012. She has appeared on ABC and BBC TV.
Vicky Daddo (VIC), from Gippsland, writes mainly short fiction. Her stories have appeared in Award
Winning Australian Writing 2013 and 2009, Women’s Day, That’s Life and other anthologies. She has
won or been placed in many competitions including the Scarlet Stilettos, Global Short Story
Competition and FAW National Literary Awards.
Penny Gibson (VIC) is a Melbourne writer of poetry and short fiction. She fondly remembers the days
of the Trading Post.
Jacob S. Harris (VIC) is a freelance writer who enjoys writing short fiction. He lives in Melbourne with
his wife and young son, and hopes to learn how to fly-fish one day soon.
Jane Harper (VIC) has worked as a journalist for 12 years both in the UK and Australia. Originally
from Yorkshire, she has called Victoria home for the past six years. Despite writing thousands of
words of news copy over the years, Jane has only recently turned her hand to short stories.
Magdalena McGuire (VIC) was born in Poland, grew up in Darwin, and now lives in Melbourne with
her husband and collection of vintage dresses. She has published on human rights topics including
women’s rights and the rights of people with disabilities. This is her first published short story.
A.S. Patric (VIC) is the award-winning author of The Rattler & Other Stories, Las Vegas for Vegans
and Bruno Kramzer. He is publishing a novel with Transit Lounge in April 2015 called Black Rock
White City.
Jenny Sinclair (VIC) is a Melbourne writer. Her work has appeared in Best Australian Stories, The
Age, Griffith REVIEW, Island, The Lifted Brow, Verandah and on ABC radio. Her non-fiction books are
When We Think About Melbourne and A Walking Shadow. She studies and teaches writing at the
University of Melbourne.
David Wilson (VIC) works in science, plays in art and favours humour, optimism and having a go.
Many of his stories are published by The Footy Almanac, where he writes under the majestic floral
alias: ‘E.regnans’. He parents two, works part-time and loves things that seem impossible.
James Worner (NSW) is completing a Master of Arts in Creative Writing at the University of
Technology, Sydney. A former high school English teacher and editor, he is currently at work on his
first novel, set on the mid-north coast of New South Wales.
Fiona Wright (NSW) is a writer, editor and critic from Sydney, whose work has been published in
journals in Australia, Asia and the USA. Her poetry collection, Knuckled, won the 2012 Dame Mary
Gilmore Award. She is currently a doctoral candidate at the University of Western Sydney’s Writing &
Society Research Centre.
THE BIG ISSUE FICTION EDITION CONTRIBUTING ARTIST
Michel Streich (NSW) was born and educated in Germany. He started his career as a freelance
illustrator in London, then based himself in Sydney for 10 years and recently moved to the Blue
Mountains. Michel's illustrations have been featured in publications such as The Big Issue, The
Times, The Financial Times and The Sydney Morning Herald. His most recent book publications are
the illustrated Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and the anti-war children’s picture
book Grumpy Little King.

